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A former commercial designer updates a Fallbrook 
home interior and back yard with easy living in mind
BY JANICE KLEINSCHMIDT

A NEW OUTLOOK
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Gail was concerned about the loss of 

kitchen cabinets to a picture window, but  

Jaci showed her how lower cabinets and 

drawers could offer plenty of storage.

In addition to giving the home a greater 

connection with the outdoors, a priority  

was to make the house comfortable not only 

for Steve and Gail, but also for the animals 

that frequent the place.

Jaci opted for dark-stained maple cabi-

nets with waterfall countertops in off-white 

quartz. To avoid a “sea of cabinets” that all 

look the same, she chose zebrawood and a 

waterfall countertop in brown quartz for the 

island. Having the quartz cover the ends of 

HILE VETERINARIAN Steve 

Jones looked at equipment  

in San Diego Safari Zoo’s 

animal hospital, his wife, 

Gail, trained her eyes on the 

flooring, artwork and other 

aspects of interior design.

“Everything tied together,” she recalls. 

“I said, ‘I am not leaving until I have the 

designer’s name.’”

She got the name — Jaci Springfield —  

and contacted her about working on the 

Alvarado Veterinary Hospital in Fallbrook, 

where Steve serves as medical director and 

Gail as administrative director. Then Gail 

W
asked Jaci, whose specialty has been com-

mercial design, to take a look at the couple’s 

traditional ranch-style home.

“Gail is from New York City and always 

loved the contemporary loft look,” Jaci says. 

“But she fell in love with a veterinarian from 

Fallbrook, and so here she is.”

As Gail and Jaci tell it, Steve was content 

with the house as it was. Gail saw a need for 

some updating, but in a budget-oriented way.

“We kept the footprint of the house and 

worked with it,” Jaci says. “We added bi-fold 

doors [opening to the new, expansive, backyard 

patio] and windows in the kitchen and master 

bath. Steve is all about the outdoors.”

the island and cabinets makes them easy to 

maintain.

“The animals rub up against them. All 

I have to do is wipe down the quartz,” Gail 

says.

“This house had to be bulletproof and 

hide dirt,” Jaci says. “We put in flooring that 

looks like wood but is porcelain. And we 

started with the color of dirt.” The new built-

in banquette in the kitchen features cushions 

covered in 100 percent polyester.

The living room sectional — with “dirt-

colored,” 100 percent polyester fabric over 

down cushions — also was chosen for easy 

care and comfort, as was the soft-tufted, 

Sleek, off-white countertops with waterfall 
edges contrast beautifully with the dark wood 
cabinetry and brown countertop on the island. 
Even the built-in banquette at the far end of the 
kitchen gets plenty of light from the abundant 
windows and from the glass door that opens to 
a trellised outdoor dining area. The stools in the 
foreground, previously with black seats, were 
reupholstered in the home’s new accent color.

Above: Providing continuity and smart 
budgeting, designer Jaci Springfield 
used the same wood and quartz as used 
in the kitchen for cabinets and shelves  
in the living room and fireplace niche. 
Just inside bi-fold doors opening to the 
back patio are a white oak table and  
slipcovered chairs on casters ideal for 
the casual entertaining Steve and Gail 
Jones like to do. The brown porcelain 
floor tiles have the look of wood but are 
easier to maintain.

Previous spread: Kitchen cabinets were 
removed to accommodate a picture 
window that offers a wide view of the 
back yard. Yellow accents inside and out 
punctuate the otherwise neutral palette 
throughout the home.
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ivory-colored rug (“I wanted the dogs to be 

comfortable,” Gail says).

Balancing a warm-contemporary, low-

maintenance style with the couple’s frequent 

entertaining, Jaci chose a slightly rough-

surfaced, white oak table with an irregular 

edge and slipcovered chairs with low-back 

pillows and casters. T wo birch-branch 

platters that she bought to put on the table 

became wall décor over an entryway table.

“I thought they were cooler hung on the 

wall,” she says.

The used-brick fireplace, in a corner 

near the dining area, got the New York loft 

treatment with a raised firebox that was 

converted from wood-burning to gas and 

glass rock and a new surround in polished 

white marble tiles that hides the chimney 

from view inside the house.

To connect the living spaces, Jaci added 

soffits and used the same brown quartz as 

on the kitchen island to create a floating 

bench, shelves and lighting soffit. The walls 

throughout the house, previously “yellowy 

beige,” were painted gray. Then Jaci injected  

a vibrant color.

“Gail would have done the house in all 

white,” she notes. 

“I’m monochromatic,” Gail admits, adding 

that she typically dresses in black.

Above: The pair of pillows on the brown quartz, 
floating bench inspired Jaci Springfield to  
use yellow as the accent color. In her search for  
yellow-upholstered seating, she discovered 
rounded swivel chairs with casters that make 
them easy to move around. The former brick 
fireplace and chimney got updated with a gas 
insert and marble surround.

Facing page: Originally purchased to sit on the 
dining room table, two birch-branch platters 
became wall pieces over a table in the entryway. 
Elements of white complement Mindful Gray 
walls with an eggshell finish.
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Jaci chose goldenrod as the accent color 

after discovering a pillow with that shade  

of yellow perking up an otherwise gray-and-

white fabric.

“I just fell in love with it,” she says of the 

pillow fabric. She shopped around for eight 

months before finding the perfect yellow 

swivel chairs to sit before the fireplace and 

bring more focus to the accent color. Like  

the dining room chairs, they can be rolled 

across the floor. 

Other than new wall paint, interior-

door hardware and the addition of brown-

quartz windowsills, the bedrooms remain 

unchanged. But in the hallway, Jaci devised 

open, showcase shelves flanked by storage 

shelves hidden behind rolling, frosted-glass 

doors.

The master and guest bathrooms were 

redone with the same quartz, marble, wood 

and porcelain materials used in the kitchen 

and living areas. 

Above: The back yard was terraced with hand- 
troweled stucco walls that match the patio’s  
concrete bench. The walls include planter boxes 
of Lomandra longifolia ‘Breeze’ (below) and  
Pennisetum orientale (above) and a wide perch 
for potted Beaucarnea recurvata (elephant’s foot) 
with a variety of succulents at their bases. The  
fat urn holds Muhlenbergia (bamboo muhly). 

Facing page: The master bath incorporates the 
zebrawood and brown quartz that was used for 
the kitchen island. The shower features a brown-
quartz bench, a rainshower fixture and a new 
window.
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“I wanted it to be super, super simple and 

not a zillion different finishes,” Jaci says. 

Using the same materials also helped keep 

the project budget friendly.

The master bath features an elongated 

trough sink with two faucets and a glass-

walled, walk-in shower with a quartz bench.

Gail was so pleased with the interior work 

that she asked Jaci to tackle the landscaping.

“I didn’t know that much about land- 

scaping. She said, ‘You’ll figure it out,’”  

recalls Jaci, who has since enrolled in land-

scape design classes at Cuyamaca College in 

El Cajon. In the Fallbrook yard, she relied on 

gray, white and yellow. ‘Tall Tales’ fountain 

grass adds more softness, as well as height, 

to the planter wall.

Jaci extended her color accent by incorpo-

rating kangaroo paws and other plants with 

yellow blooms into her landscaping plan.

“My husband loves the plants,” Gail says. 

“When he looks out and sees one has dipped, 

he goes out and stakes it.”

At one end of the patio is a dining area, 

defined by a wood-frame cover and wood 

floor set in recessed concrete.

“It used to be one big, unusable space 

outside,” Jaci says. “Now it’s a destination.”

the expertise of and collaborated with Chuck 

Cerulli, whom she refers to as “a master at 

concrete.”

Chuck built an expansive backyard patio 

around the pool, which was refinished with 

a glass-tile edge. A level above the part of 

the yard that includes a vegetable garden 

and trees and an area where Steve and Gail’s 

tortoise resides, the patio ends along a wall 

with a built-in bench behind a gas fire pit 

with brown and amber rocks. Although the 

seating is a hard surface, it is surprisingly 

comfortable, due to its slightly sloped back. 

Jaci softened its appearance with pillows in 

A slanted back makes the slightly curved 
bench surprisingly comfortable. A fire pit 
with the same curvature also provides  
comfort in chilly weather. Behind the bench 
is the lower-level yard that includes trees 
and a vegetable garden.

An inset of stained Douglas fir mirrors the trellis 
shading and further defines the outdoor dining 
area. Along the wall are Anigozanthos ‘Bush Gold’ 
(kangaroo paw) and in tall, silver buckets at the 
end are Coleonema pulchellum ‘Sunset Gold.’  
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Even remodel-reluctant veterinian Steve 

is happy.

“It wasn’t his cup of tea to start with,”  

Gail says of the remodeling project. “But  

he will look around at night and say, ‘I just 

love my house.’ He’s on board big time.” ❖


